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Mrs. Simmons

Room 307

Time is compressed like the fist I close on my knee. . . . 

I hold inside it the clues and solutions and the power for what I must do now. 
-Margaret Atwood
Course Expectations 

Students will explore and study literature as it relates to their lives using both written response and oral discourse as a means of communicating.  Furthermore, students enrolled in this course will strengthen expository and analytical writing skills through literature study; the materials read and discussed in class lead to the practical application of concepts and methods of writing, culminating in revised and polished final drafts.  

Grading

(Homework and class work 



30% 

(Tests and major writing assignments/projects 

30%

(Quizzes and minor writing assignments/projects 

40% 

(Creative projects, group activities, and oral presentations will be counted as writing or quiz/test grades

     You can expect to write, read silently or aloud, act, and/or work collaboratively EVERY DAY.     

     Everything counts in this classroom.

Vocabulary Study

(1 or 2 homework assignments per unit (the packet)


(1 quiz per unit

(Contextual Vocabulary 

Grammar

(Sentence Workshop (fragmented, run-on, padded, empty)


(Subject-Verb Agreement


(Punctuation (commas, semi-colons, apostrophes)


(Language and Word Choice


(Trouble-shooting as needed

Outside Reading


Besides the in-class literature study, you will also do outside reading.  You are required to read one book per quarter and complete a book project for a test grade.  

Required Materials

Please bring a three-ring binder from which you can take out and replace assignments.  A writing folder will be maintained in class, as well as any journals or reading logs.  Additionally, when you are assigned a book be sure to bring it to class everyday; we read aloud from them, select and analyze passages, read silently and use them when taking quizzes.

Make-up Work and Late Work Policy

It is entirely up to you to make up work you miss due to absences.  You have as many days to make up your work as you were out.  Major essays and projects that are announced in advance are due the day you return from being out.  If you hand in a late paper or project, you lose 10 points a day.  Once you miss the make-up deadline for a quiz, test, or presentation, you earn a zero.  Stay on top of your work and use your planner!   I am available for extra help and make-up work sessions after school on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in room 307 unless otherwise announced. 


2008-2009 Tentative Syllabus 9.2 Composition and Literature
Major Writing Assignments
Literature Study*


September
Introduction: Letter


from The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People

Writer’s Workshop: Standard 
Anthem



Five-Paragraph Essay/Theme


October

Character Analysis


The Contender



7 Habits Mini-Essay:  Personal Memoir

November
CAPT/Critical Writing

Short Stories I

Creative Writing


Spoon River

December
 Cause-and-Effect Essay

The Odyssey


7 Habits Mini- Essay: Consequences

January               Autobiographical Narrative
             Non-Fiction 

February
CAPT Review/Critical Writing
Short Stories II
March

Literary Analysis


Romeo and Juliet

7 Habits Mini-Essay: Advice for Romeo and Juliet

April
Research Paper/Project

Shane



May

Creative Writing 


And Then There Were None

June                      Mini-Portfolio


Poetry Packet

7 Habits Final Essay (final examination points)

* Having Our Say, Dangerous Minds, Pygmalion, The Secret Life of Bees  and/or any new titles added during the school year may be substituted or added in one or more of the above units.


You or your parent(s) may contact me via email at hsimmons@enfieldschools.org if you have any questions or concerns.







