Harkness Discussion

UConn ECE English

You are conducting a ____-minute student-driven discussion today; I’m taking notes and interjecting only in extreme moments of discussion decay.  You will earn participation credit today— your personal grade is based on how much you participate, what you add to the discussion, & how you react to the comments of others.   

Discussion Type Categories:

A. Summarizing and clarifying the events of the text

B. Asking questions about the text

C. Sharing your opinion or reaction to the assigned reading

D. Answering someone else’s question

E. Organizing the discussion; opening a discussion topic

F. Encouraging others to participate

G. Summarizing discussion, or clarifying an important point in the discussion 

H. Predicting based on foreshadowing or on understanding of the character

I. Reacting to someone else’s point

J. Citing specific quotations from the assigned reading

K. Analyzing the text

L. Analyzing the writer’s style and/or tone

M. Making a connection

N. Speculation (wondering the why… pondering the because)

O. Arguing/Defending a point

P. Comparing text to other works

Q. Applying literary criticism

R. Deconstructivism


S. Historical/biographical criticism


T. Feminist criticism


U.  other


V Scholarly humor (pithy, wry, ironic hilarity completely connected to topic/text)

Your tone is as important as your message.  Maintain a tone that is respectful of the class, teacher and text; and serious and sincere in intent.  A sense of humor and proclivity to take intellectual risks is always welcome.  However, a condescending, argumentative, or insulting attitude during class discussion is discouraged.  Know thyself!

The entire class will also receive one discussion grade.  An “A” discussion is a truly hard-working, analytical discussion in which the following is true:

1. everyone has participated more or less equally;

2. the pace allows for clarity and thoughtfulness but not boredom; 

3. there is a sense of balance and order with focus on one speaker at a time and one idea 

    “on the floor at a time;

4. there is an attempt to resolve questions before moving on to new ones;

5. there is a clear sense of what the group has covered;

6. comments are not lost; the loud do not dominate; the quieter are encouraged;

7. students are sincere, helpful, and animated;

8. the discussion is lively without being hyper or superficial;

9. everyone is clearly understood; those who are not are urged to repeat; those who do not 

    hear or understand are urged to speak up;

11. students take risks and dig for deep meanings and new insights;

12. students back up what they say with examples, quotations, etc.; students ask others to 

     back up assertions with proof;

13. the text is referred to often;

14. all students come well prepared (texts, handouts, reading logs).

The class would earn a “B” by doing most of the things on this list, a pretty good discussion.

The class would earn a “C” by doing only half of what is on the list.

The class would earn a “D” by doing less than half of what is on the list.  

Some ideas to get you going:


Questions and reactions (refer to reading logs)


Connections to topics already discussed 


Quotation Analyses

Predictions
Critical Interpretations (be serious; be playful; take intellectual risks)

Don’t forget to take notes on the discussion!
