UConn English 110 (ECE)

Course Description:

The aims of this course are two fold: to develop critical thinking and to help you write clearly.  To do this, we will be reading material that will challenge you to look beyond the surface of the text and to question the material within.  Because this is a writing course, you will be required to write in the same manner in which you are reading.  Your written work, coupled with meaningful class discussion and peer work, will be the primary vehicle through which this critical analysis will take place.  As the class progresses, your work in this class will enable you to engage in challenging writing with confidence.  We will also write essays in response to or stemming from our readings and work through the stage of academic writing from notes to revision to further revision and then to final drafts.  Within this process, there will be both peer and teacher conferences.

To develop critical ability we will read numerous articles and arguments carefully, taking the time to distinguish between “fact” (objectivity) and “values” (subjectivity) and then to discuss how facts and values come together to make “policy” (argument).  Once an analysis is made, the results need to be expressed clearly. Thus, in addition to critical reading and writing, we will spend time looking closely at language and style beginning with how words and paragraphs function, and then exploring some of the finer points of usage, rhetoric, and format.  Your work will show development and sophistication as the year progresses and a close study on “stylistic flair” will be explored and applied.

Texts:

A Prayer for Owen Meany (Irving)

Advanced Placement Literary Analysis (The Center for Learning)

Advanced Placement Writing (The Center for Learning)

The Color Purple (Walker)

Death of a Salesman (Miller)

Effects of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds (Zindel)

Eight Modern Essayists

The Glass Castle (Walls)

King Lear

Life of Pi (Martel)

Master Harold and the Boys (Fugard)

The Oedipus Plays (Sophocles)

Othello

Perrine’s Literature

Siddhartha (Hesse)

The Stranger (Camus)

Stylebook

The Sun Also Rises (Hemingway)

Ways of Reading (Bartholomae and Petrosky)

Grading:  (Quarter One)

Participation



15%


See participation rubric

Major Writing; Tests


50%


Multi-draft essays

Minor Writing; Quizzes

25%


One-shot essays; responses; journal writing; free-writing

Homework/Class Work

10%


Completion; quality

Requirements:

1. Bring a three-ring binder (preferably with folders or pockets), pen/pencil, highlighter, and assigned text(s) to class every day.

2.  All papers must be in MLA format, unless otherwise noted, and must be typed.

3. All papers must be passed in on the due date or before.  No late papers will be accepted.  If there is a very, very good reason why you cannot hand in your paper on time, please see me ahead of time.  If you are unable to attend class, you are still responsible for submitting your paper to me by the close of class on the day the paper is due.  I do not accept electronic submissions unless you are absent from school.  In that case, be sure to submit the paper before the school day.

4.  Discussion is required.  This is not a lecture course.  The aim of this class is to develop and exercise your critical abilities.  Participation counts as 15% of your first quarter grade and increases in value during the school year. 

Please feel free to contact me at hsimmons@enfieldschools.org if you have any questions, concerns, or comments.

